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The Indian Forest Act (1927)
State Forest Acts

The main objective of IFA was to secure exclusive state
control over forests; timber

+ |FA facilitates three categories of forests -
RFs / VFs / PFs — Section 4 — 20 (Settlement Process)

* Prohibition on encroachment, felling, fire, hunting

e Penalties and Procedures

The FCA will apply largely to such notified forest lands



National Forest Policy 1988

Focus on sustainable use conservation of forests

Prioritizes the maintenance of ecological balance
through the conservation of biological diversity, soill
and water management

Prevention of encroachment, fire and grazing

Emphasis on increasing tree cover, efficient use of
forest produce, substitution of wood, ensuring
peoples’ involvement in meeting these objectives

Draft NFP 2018 needs to be recast.



The Forest Conservation Act (1980)

Prior approval of GOl necessary for diversion/ de-
reservation of forests, logging and for use of
forestland for non- forest purposes

Prescribes a regime of levies for Compensatory
Afforestation...

Statutory Committee — FAC /REC for clearances
Graded clearance regime : 0 - 5 -40 ha

Detailed Guidelines for effectuation of the Act



This National Forest Policy will fail the nation
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The National Forest Policy should have...

- moved from Compensatory Afforestation to a landscape/ecosystem paradigm

- squarely addressed the unbridled grant of forests for development projects

prescribed a brand new monitoring mechanism to plug loopholes

prescribed natural recovery of degraded forests

provided impetus for Voluntary Resettlements and regulate NTFP use



Handbook of

Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980

and
Forest Conservation Rules, 2003

(Guidelines & Clarifications)

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Government of India
2019



Important Guidelines

Approval in two stages

Monitoring of compliance of conditions

Projects involving both forest and non-forest lands

Diversion of forests for site-specific projects

Conducting cost-benefit analysis for projects



Forest Cover and Recorded Forest Area

RFA without Forest Cover

[ ] RFA

B ForestCover

RFA with Forest Cover

Forest Cover Outside RFA

/ All tree stands with
canopy density over
10% and having an
extent of more than
one hectare...




Official Data on loss of Forests

Diversion (1950 — 1980) 43 lakh ha FCA handbook Annex IV p 50
Devpt. Projects (1980 —2016) 6.33lakhha LS question 334 dt 9.8.2016
Granted under FRA (2008-18) 72.23 lakh ha MoTA statement of Sep 2018
Individual Rights under FRA  18.87 lakh ha MoTA statement of Sep 2018
Total Forest area Encroached 18.99 lakh ha LS question 339 dt. 22.12.2015
Recorded Forest Area 2001  768.43 lakh ha. ISFR 2001 Pg 06/07

Recorded Forest Area - 2017 767.41 lakhha ISFR 2017 Pg 06

Satellite data of 2007 & 2017 similar - 23.5 m res & digital interpretation. ISFR 2017
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Flow Chart FC Clearance




Clearance Rates by FAC / RECs
> 80%

 In 2019, out of the 240 proposals for
diversion of forest land for non-forestry
purposes, 193 proposals \WEIE
recommended, 40 proposals were
deferred for later consideration and

seven were rejected.



Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Centre releases Rs. 47,436 crores for afforestation
to various states.

Union Environment Minister calls upon states to
utilize fund towards forestry activities to achieve the
objectives of the NDCs

Posted On: 29 AUG 2019 3:23PM by PIB Delhi

In a major boost towards promoting afforestation and achieving green objectives of the country, Union
Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shr1 Prakash Javadekar today handed over Rs 47 436
crores of CAMPA funds to various states, m presence of Mimster of State, MoEF&CC, Shri Babul Supriyo.
In a meeting of State Forest Mimsters and Authorities held at New Dellu, the Environment Mimister stated
“The State budget for forests shall remain unaffected and the fund beimng transferred would be m addition to
State Budget and 1t 1s expected that all States will utilize this fund towards forestry activities to achieve the
objectives of the Nationally-Determined Contributions (NDCs) of increasing 1its forest & tree cover, which
will create an additional carbon sink equivalent to 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide by the year 2030™.
The Environment Mmister further emphasized that the CAMPA funds cannot be used for payment of salary,
travelling allowances medicalexpenses, etc.



The myth of Compensatory Afforestation




Everyone loves tree planting !




Ime series Analysis of Dense and
Moderately Dense Forest Cover —-ISFR

2001 2017 2019 Diff
- VDF 08,158 99,278 +1120
- MDF 308,318 308,472

* VDF+MDF 416,809 406,476 407,750  -90589

Source: ISFR 2019 Page 26/27 Table 2.5 and ISFR 2001 pg 14;
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Key Policy Reform - 1

Paradigm shift to scientific
Landscape / Ecosystem regime




Key Reform - 2
Disaggregate Infra Projects

Site Specific component Non-site specific components

- Ore body - Mining Townships

- Strategic Installations - Military Stations

- Linear Infra - Toll/Pit Stops, substations
- Certain Dam locations - Townships for Dams

_ Place of Worship _ Pilgrim facility centres

With scientific mitigation measures as well

Goal: Minimize fragmentation impacts -
Not Realization of more NPV



Key Reform-3

Revamp
0-5-40 +ha
slab system




Key Reforms - 4

Make Scientific Mitigation measures mandatory

Linear Infra: Overpass / underpass, bridge/culvert
design, canopy bridges, Tunnels, HV DC power
cables, soil nailing/geo-meshing...

Mining: Storage of top soil; phased extraction;

Focus on consolidation of large forest blocks/buffers
by enforcing GC on transfer of non-forest land
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