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Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972

• Prohibitions

• Powers

• Procedures

• Penalties



Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 

• Protection to wild animals in Schedule I to IV

• Constitution of Protected Areas  & Tiger Reserves

• Prosecution of offenders involved in wildlife crime

• Appraisal of projects that seek diversion of habitat

• Prohibition on trade in wildlife and its derivatives 

• Management of Zoos
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Statutory Bodies under the WLPA



National Board for Wildlife



Composition of the NBWL

• S 5A: NBWL consists of the following members: 

01 Prime Minister - Chairperson
01 Environment Minister – Vice Chair
03 MPs
05 NGOs 
10 eminent conservationists / ecologists 
16 officials 
10 States  
01 Member Secretary

47 members 
32 Government &15 Non-Government members 



Standing Committee



NTCA









Appraisal and Clearance 
of Wildlife Habitat

SBWL NBWL CEC

U/s 29 / 35(6), 26A(3), 33, 35(5), 38O(1)(g), 38W 
R/w Section 5C & 8
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Application of Net Present Value



The Constitution

• Preamble : “... to secure to all its citizens... Liberty of thought and 
Expression...”

• Article 19: Fundamental Rights - Freedom of Speech & Expression; 
form associations; move freely -settle anywhere 

• Article 21: Right to life encompasses preservation of environment, 
ecological balance 

• Article 32: Right to move the Supreme Court to challenge a law

• Article 226 & 227:  Seek issuance of writs in High Courts

• 42nd Amendment in 1976 including List III (Forest & Wildlife)

• Article 48A : State shall endeavor to safeguard forests/wildlife

• Article 51A(g) : Fundamental duty to protect forests, wildlife

• Article 51A (h):  Fundamental Duty to develop the scientific temper, 
humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform;



Enabling provisions for citizens

• S 5C:   Functions of the NBWL

• S 8:      Duties of the SBWL 

• S 28:    Permission for Research R/w S 12 

• S 33B:  Sanctuary Advisory Committee

• S 36D:  Community Reserves

• S 55(c):  Complaint





Thank you 
and 

Questions 
please!
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